Pathological and aetiological studies in sheep exhibiting extrathoracic metastasis of ovine pulmonary adenocarcinoma (Jaagsiekte).
Seven sheep with a histopathological diagnosis of pulmonary adenocarcinoma with extrathoracic metastases were included in this retrospective study aiming to describe the pathological findings and to establish their relationship with Jaagsiekte sheep retrovirus (JSRV). In order of frequency, extrathoracic metastases were found in the liver, kidneys, skeletal muscle, digestive tract, spleen, skin and adrenal glands. Intrathoracic metastases involved the chest wall, regional lymph nodes, diaphragm and heart. Immunohistochemistry and polymerase chain reaction allowed detection of JSRV-related protein and nucleic acid, respectively, in the extrathoracic tumours of all cases. It is concluded that extrathoracic metastases constitute a pathological event of ovine pulmonary adenocarcinoma and confirm the malignant character of this virus-induced neoplasia.